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The twelfth EDCTP forum was held from June

15 to 20 in Kigali. The aim was to promote
global health through policy debates, scientific
workshops and networking, and brought
together over 1,000 participants from Africa and
Europe.

The primary goals for attending the EDCTP Forum
were:

v to better understand the EDCTP ecosystem
and explore opportunities for partnerships that
can improve the the project roll out over the
coming 3 years;

v To better understand trends and new
developments in health research in Africa that
may impact on the future of the project;

v to raise awareness of the UTI-Diag project
and proposed intervention with key players in
African Health; and

v to connect and build relationships within the
organisations and individuals working on the
UTI-Diag project.




Présentation

Diagnosis and management of antibiotics for urinary tract infections (UTI-Diag) is an
innovative, multisectoral initiative with three main objectives:

(i) to improve the detection and management of urinary tract infections (UTis); (ii)
to reduce the inappropriate use of antibiotics and contribute to the fight against
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in human health; and (iii) to enhance access to, adoption
of, and implementation of new diagnostic tools in low-resource settings. Led by 11 partner
organizations and institutions, the project is funded by the European Union (through EDCTP3)

and UK Research and Innovation.

Activities

v At a booth in the exhibition
hall, the UTI-Diag project
was introduced via a looping
videoon a TV, flyers were
distributed, and pop-up
banners were displayed. A
UTI-Diag representative was in
attendance to answer incoming
questions; but also pro-actively
reached out through the
conference booking service to
speak with relevant attendees.

v UTI-Diag members arranged
and attended meetings with
EU and EDCTP representatives
linked to the project.

v UTI-Diag members had a team-
building lunch and interaction to
better understand how we can
work together.

Stakeholders

From UTI-Diag, we had the following
attendees:

v Luke Shankland - CEO Aviro
Health

v Fatoumata NIANG - IPD
v Pape MBODJIE - DIATROPIX

Meetings were held with a number
of relevant interlocturers, including
representatives from

African Medicines Agency and
Rwadan FDA

Africa CDC
EDCTP Program Managers

MRC and nuvoteQ (providers
and supporters of relevant
digital solutions)

Pharmacists associations,
patient advocacy groups, AMR
thought leaders, and others.

Key observations:

v Future orientations for EDCTP

(for eg round 4) are expected
to be around NCDs and digital
health; the AMR direction is also
important. There will continue to
be important work in infectious
diseases, but there is perceived
need to invest in these future
directions. These new priorities
were echoed by other key
stakeholders (such as Africa
CDC)

As Africa moves towards (1)
connected health; (2) chronic
diseases that require lifestyle
counselling; (3) a focus on
better management of data/
resources (for eg in AMR); and
(4) with the rise of infodemics
driving, for eg, vaccine
hesitancy, we heard a lot of



recognition that it will be critical
to include more social sciences
research (around accessibility,
messaging, community uptake,
economics) and advanced
digital/data management (for
eg Al) from early in projects
lifecycle - not as a «community
engagement» bolt-on, but
integrated into the thinking
about the product/research
being developed. UTI-Diag is
well-placed in this sense.

There was an interest from
representatives of countries
outside of West Africa (for eg
Zambia, Tanzania) in localising
a version of UTI-Diag, and there
was generally a very positive
response.

Regulatory harmonisation

and digital support for trials
are important themes, with
significant work being done by
Africa CDC, the AMA, and CTC
Africa to map sites and build
capacity.

Results obtained

v 411-on-1 meetings were taken

by Luke, introducing the project
to relevant stakeholders

More than 75 flyers were picked
up from the stand

We have a verbal agreement
fromm AMA to engage with UTI-
Diag to be a pilot partner to
obtain regulatory approvals for
diagnostic devices.

Attendees have a much
stronger understanding of the
opportunities (and constraints)
for this project from an
ecosystem perspective, and
we now have a strong working

relationship that will make work
across countries much easier.

Difficulties or limitations

v The timing of the forum was

close to the launch of the
UTI-Diag project, so many
consortium members were not
able to attend - this is a shame,
as this was a VERY interesting
forum, and there was simply not
enough time in the day to meet
them all.

Recommendations

v AMA is moving very quickly (5

approval processed in their
first year, 80+ in the pipeline)
and will be a very key partner
for anyone looking to bring
health products to market in
the coming years. This is a
relationship to actively pursue
- and, ideally, for UTI-Diag and
Diatropix in particular to look
to engage with their process
as an «edrly adopter» partner.
They are also actively looking
for surveillance sites in Africa
to help with post-market,
something that should be
relevant for IPD.

IPD and Aviro should look to
develop concepts/proposals
around strengthening
capacities in Senegal (and
bridging French and English
Africa), especially in areas such
as digital health, NCDs, AMR, and
regulatory harmonisation (ie
where there are social science,
behaviour change, and data/
digital components, and a need
to build those capabilities and
share best practices across
regions/languages).
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